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• The use of nationwide search warrants

• Deportation of immigrants who raise money for terrorist organizations

• The detention of immigrants without charge for up to 1 week on suspicion of
supporting terrorism182

This act has sparked a great deal of controversy, especially those provisions that allow for 
intelligence gathering and sharing. Various groups, from constitutional conservatives to civil 
libertarian activists, were concerned that the law would encroach on civil freedoms, particu-
larly those that protect citizens from government infringement on those freedoms guaranteed 

by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.183 
However, there are others that are of the posi-
tion that the act does not infringe on individu-
als’ civil freedoms. Further, some emphasize 
the need to be less emotional and partisan 
when analyzing the provisions of the act:

The Patriot Act headlines and sound bites 
that have permeated the print media and air-
waves have created genuine public concern 
in the United States. . . . It is important for 
lawyers and scholars to stand back and look 
at the exact provisions of the Patriot Act, 
consider how they relate to established law, 
and identify where these provisions are con-
sistent with the Constitution and case law 
and where they may have reached beyond 
the boundaries.184 

In May 2011, President Obama approved a 
four-year extension of expiring provisions 
of the PATRIOT Act. These three provisions 

included extending the government’s authority to conduct “roving wiretaps,” allow-
ing the government to access personal records of terrorism suspects (i.e., the “library 
provision”), and providing the government power to investigate foreigners who have 
no known affiliation with terrorist groups (i.e., the “lone-wolf” provision).185 On June 
1, 2015, the PATRIOT Act expired. A major issue was in reference to the bulk collec-
tion of telecommunication data on U.S. citizens by American intelligence agencies. On 
June 2, 2015, the USA Freedom Act was enacted. This restored several provisions of the 
PATRIOT Act.186

Policy Implications

When tragic events occur, such as the San Bernardino and Orlando shootings, the topic 
of gun control inevitably is raised as a policy that needs to be revisited in this country. 
After the December 2, 2015, shooting in San Bernardino, President Obama stated the 
following:

The one thing we do know is that we have a pattern now of mass shootings in 
this country that has no parallel anywhere else in the world. And there are some 
steps we could take not to eliminate every one of these mass shootings, but to 
improve the odds that they don’t happen as frequently: common-sense gun safety 
laws, stronger background checks.187

1. The establishment of the __________ was considered the most
noteworthy transformation of the U.S. government in more than
50 years.

2. The problem of __________ arose when agencies involved in
the reorganization not only acquired new responsibilities but
also were to continue with their agencies’ missions prior to the
merge.

3. One of the most controversial of the new government policies
after 9/11 is the __________.
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